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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE J_ 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Marx (5,734,73 1). 
As recited in claims 1 and 7, Marx discloses an audio signal processing apparatus capable 

of changing the tempo of an input audio signal, said apparatus comprising: magnification 
designating means (36) capable of designating a plurality of different magnifications as discussed 
in column 6, lines 48-51, and column 9, lines 54-61; means capable of automatically detecting 
beats per minute of the input audio signal or a beat period of the input audio signal, changing said 
beats per minute or said beat period in accordance with a magnification designated by the 
magnification designating means, and changing the tempo of the input audio signal in accordance 
with the changed beats per minute or the changed beat period as discussed in column 9, lines 35- 
45 and Hnes 54-61, and as seen in figure 4. 

As recited in claim 2, Marx discloses an audio signal processing apparatus, wherein 
manual designating means is provided for designating any optional value serving as a beats per 
minute and a beat period as discussed in colunm 9, lines 54-61. 
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As recited in claim 3, Marx discloses n audio signal processing, wherein fine adjustment 
means is provided to effect a fine adjustment on a beats per minute and a beat period as discussed 
in colunm 6, lines 12-19 and lines 48-51 and as seen in figure 2B. 

As recited in claim 4, Marx discloses an audio signal processing apparatus, wherein 
indicators are provided to indicate beats per minute and a beat period as discussed in column 6, 
lines 15-19. 

As recited in claim 5, Marx discloses an audio signal processing apparatus, wherein a 
mixer (10) is provided such that a changed tempo audio signal generated by changing the tempo 
of said audio signal may be mixed with said input audio signal, thereby producing a newly formed 
audio signal as discussed in colunm 4, lines 24-37, 

As recited in claim 6, Marx discloses an audio signal processing apparatus, wherein mixing 
ratio adjusting means is provided to adjust a mixing ratio, when said changed tempo audio signal 
generated by changing the tempo of said input audio signal is mixed with said input audio signal, 
thereby producing a newly formed audio signal as discussed in column 5, lines 41-59 and column 
8, lines 7-12. 

As recited in claim 8, Marx discloses an audio 'signal processing apparatus, wherein the 
input audio signal comprises an analog signal (21), the analog signal is converted into a digital 
signal at A/D converter (24), a signal level changing period of the digital signal is detected, and a 
plurality of level changing periods are automatically counted so as to automatically measure a 
BPM of the input audio signal as discussed in column 9, lines 35-45 and lines 55-61. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Marlon Fletcher whose telephone number is (703) 308-0848. The examiner 
can normally be reached on from to . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner*s supervisor, 
Robert Nappi, can be reached on (703) 308-3370. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




2001 




MARLONTFLETCHER 
WTENT EXAMINER 



